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Coast Pilot 7 36th 2004
Corrections

Page 643-Paragraph 2 through Paragraph 6, read:

National Wildlife Refuges, American Samoa
     The National Wildlife Refuges of Rose Atoll (American Samoa), Howland Island, Baker Island, Jarvis Island, and Palmyra Atoll are administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior. The refuge boundaries extend outward to the 3-mile limit, except Palmyra Atoll with an outward boundary of 12 miles. Entry into the refuge without a permit is prohibited, except in an emergency. An entry permit is obtained from Refuge Manager, Hawai‘ian/Pacific Islands National Wildlife Refuge Complex (see appendix, under Department of Interior (indexed as such), for address).

Chart 83484
     The Samoa Islands (Navigator Islands) (13°25'S. to 14°30'S.; 168°00'W.  to 173°00'W.) consists of two groups of islands, which are commonly referred to as American Samoa and Western Samoa. The islands comprising American Samoa are Tutuila Island, Aunuu Island, Ofu Island, Olosega Island, Ta’u Island, and Rose Atoll. Western Samoa comprises the islands of Upolu Island and Savai'i Island.

     The Samoa Islands have been populated for 3,000 years, but known to the western world for little more than two centuries. American Samoa, the only U.S. territory S of the equator, consists of five rugged, highly eroded volcanic islands, and two coral atolls. The land area of the territory is 76 square miles. The islands have population of approximately 60,000, with most people living on the main island of Tutuila. Tuna fishing and canning are the major industries.

 COLREGS Demarcation Lines
    The lines established for U.S. Pacific Island Possessions are described in 80.1495, chapter 2.

Weather, Samoa Islands
     The prevailing winds, or so-called trade winds, come from a direction more nearly E, blowing between ESE and NNE. They are fairly constant through the dry season, but during the wet season they are fitful, and are frequently broken by periods of calm. The islands lie within the typhoon area of the W Pacific. Typhoons occur from January to March, and occasionally up to the middle of April. The year divides itself distinctly, but not sharply into a dry season (May to November) and a wet season (November to April.) The wettest month, January, has a range of 5 to 65 inches of precipitation. The annual rainfall has also varied this much. The climate varies little from year to year, because of the great area of water surrounding the group. December is the hottest month, with an average excess of only about 2° over the mean temperature for July, the coldest month.

Caution
     Caution should be exercised in the vicinity of American Samoa, as several Fish Aggregating Devices have been moored at off-lying, deep-water locations around Tutuila, and other positions around the group. The devices may drift off position, and/or concentrations of fishing vessels may be found in their vicinity. The devices are comprised of aluminum catamaran floats painted orange and white. Each device carries a white daymark, fitted with the letter designation of the device, and a flashing white light. The devices offer good radar returns.

     Rose Atoll (14°33'S., 168°09'W.), the farthest E of the Samoa Islands, is nearly square in shape; its sides are about 1.5 miles in length. Sand Island, inside the reef on the N extremity, is merely a sand spot. A large clump of trees, 65 feet high, stands on Rose Atoll. There is a boat channel into the lagoon, close W of the N extremity of the reef. Rose Atoll is a U.S. National Wildlife Refuge. (See National Wildlife Refuges, this chapter.)

Tide-Currents

     Tidal currents off Rose Atoll are reported to set NE and SW, with the SW or ebb current being the stronger.

     The Manua Islands (14°13'S., 169°33'W.) consists of three islands, Ofu, Olosega, and Ta’u, which extend over an area of about 17 miles in an ESE-WNW direction. The islands are about 60 miles E of Tutuila. Ofu and Olosega are joined by a bridge. These islands are sparsely populated. The villages on the islands have only a few hundred people. There is a national park on Ofu and Ta’u.

     Ta’u Island (14°15'S., 169°28'W.) is the farthest of the three islands which comprise the Manua Islands. The island is about 5.8 miles long E-W, is dome-shaped, and rises to a height of 3,170 feet. It is covered with vegetation. Maafee Islet is located close offshore, about 0.3 mile S of the W extremity of the island.

     Ta’u Harbor (14°14.5'S., 169°30.6'W.), on the W shore, should only be entered by flat bottom boats; caution is advised. Currents and waves can push a vessel into the rock wall and reef groin. The channel is shallow due to sand accumulations. The harbormaster reported a depth of 4 to 5 feet at low tide. The dock is poorly maintained and should be avoided. Permission to enter the harbor along with directions must be obtained from the harbormaster in Pago Pago Harbor. 

     Faleasao Harbor (14°13.02'S., 169°30.10'W.) is located at the NW point of Ta’u Island. Severe storms have damaged the jetty and mariners are advised to avoid the jetty while transiting the channel. Numerous coral heads and a shallow bottom present a danger to navigation. The harbormaster reported a depth of 8 feet or less at low tide. Permission to enter the harbor along with directions must be obtained from the harbormater in Pago Pago Harbor.

Anchorage 

      Faleasau (Faleasao), on the NW side of the island, affords sheltered anchorage, in 14.5 fathoms, during the trade winds, but a vessel should be prepared to weigh anchor with any change. Anchorage may be obtained, in 13 fathoms, coral, 0.4 mile W of Fitiuta Point, the NE extremity of the island.

Caution
     An area with a least depth of 22 fathoms, is about 1.3 miles W from the NW extremity of Ta’u Island. This area has experienced submarine volcanic action.

Tides-Currents
     The tidal currents at the Faleasau anchorage flow SW on the ebb at 1 to 2 knots, and the flood flows NW at 1 to 2 knots.

     Olosega Island (14°11'S., 169°37'W.), 6 miles NW of Ta’u Island, rises nearly perpendicular on its W side to a height of 2,095 feet. The coral reef surrounding the island consists of two regular shelves, one beyond the other. There is fair anchorage, except during the trade winds, in 18 fathoms, coral, S of the W extremity of Olosega Island, and in 14.5 fathoms, sand, NE of the W extremity of the island.

     Ofu Island (14°11'S., 169°39'W.) is separated from Olosega Island by Asaga Strait, which is about 0.2 mile wide. Ofu Island is nearly 3 miles long in an E-W direction, and about 1.5 miles at its widest point. The island rises to 1,621 feet on its SE part. Two islets lie off the W side of the island. The coastal reef extends about 0.2 mile from Ofu Island to these islets. Lights are on the NW end of the island.

    Ofu Harbor (14°09.8'S., 169°40.9'W.) is on the NW point of Ofu Island. Severe storms have filled in the harbor with sediment. The storms have also damaged the seawalls and mariners are advised to stay clear. Approach to dock is shallow with a reported depth of 10 feet by the harbormaster. Offloading and loading of cargo is not advised during high tide. Permission to enter the harbor along with directions must be obtained from the harbormaster in Pago Pago Harbor.

     Tutuila Island (14°19'S., 170°42'W.) is about 17 miles long in an ENE-WSW direction, 5 miles wide, and rises to a height of 2,142 feet. A wooded mountain ridge extends nearly the entire length of the island and is extremely rugged, especially in the E. The N coast is bold and precipitous. The 100-fathom curve lies from 0.1 to 2.3 miles off the S coast, about 4.3 miles off the W extremity, and from 1.3 to 2.5 miles off the N coast. There are several shoal areas, especially off the S coast, which are best seen on the chart. The S coast of the island extends from Cape Matatula, the E extremity of the island, in a WSW direction about 14 miles to Steps Point, the S extremity, and then about 5.8 miles NW to Cape Taputapu, the W extremity. From Cape Matatula to Matuli Point, 1.5 miles S, the coast is fronted by a reef which extends about 0.1 mile offshore.

Tides-Currents
     Currents near the coast set SSW, particularly with NE winds; velocities of 4 knots have been observed. Between Tutuila Island and Upolo Island (Western Samoa), a NW current with a velocity of less than 0.5 knot has been found to exist. A current setting SW from Cape Taputapu is said to produce overfalls.

     Aunuu Island (14°17'S., 170°33'W.) is 0.7 mile SSE of Matuli Point. The island has two peaks, and there is a village at its W end. Lights are on the NE side and off the NW corner.

     Aunuu Harbor is located on the west side of Aunuu Island. Aunuu Harbor is a feeder port for the island. Small boats from Auasi Harbor on Tutuila Island frequently transit between the islands. Mariners should be aware that the light off the NW corner of the island, near the harbor, marks the entrance and is on the S jetty, not the N jetty. Permission to enter the harbor along with directions must be obtained from the harbormaster in Pago Pago Harbor.

Caution
     A cable area extends across the channel between Aunuu and Tutuila Islands and is best seen on the chart; vessels should avoid anchoring in the vicinity. Nafanua Bank, with a least charted depth of 3½ fathoms, extends 1.5 miles in a SW direction from Aunuu Island. A rock, covered 1¾ fathom, is about 0.4 mile SSE of Cape Fogausa. A rock, covered 3 fathoms, is about 1.2 miles SW of Cape Fogausa between Fagaitua Bay and Narragansett Passage. The chart should be consulted for other depths.

     Breakers Point (14°17.4'S., 170°39.8'W.), 3.5 miles WSW of Cape Fogausa, is the E entrance point to Pago Pago Harbor and is marked by a light. In 1989, discolored water was reported in the S approach to the harbor in about 14°22.2'S., 170°40.7'W. Taema Bank, with a least depth of 4 fathoms, lies about 1.6 miles SSE of the entrance to Pago Pago Harbor. The bank is about 2.3 miles long in an ENE-WSW direction and is marked on the W end by a lighted buoy. Narragansett Passage is between Taema Bank and Nafanua Bank to the E. There are several banks in the vicinity of the passage whose positions may best be seen on the chart. The passage is not recommended due to the age of survey.

     Pago Pago Harbor (14°17'S., 170°40'W.), a natural harbor located on the S shore of Tutuila Island, is entered between Breakers Point and Niuloa Point. Pago Pago, on the NW side of the harbor is the largest village on the island and is the capital of American Samoa; it is the only port of entry for American Samoa. The village of Utulei is close SE of the government administration buildings, and the village of Fagatogo is close W of the same buildings.

Prominent Features
     Easily identified landmarks include Aunuu Island; Steps Point, the S extremity of the island marked by a light; the sharp peak of Matafao, 2,142 feet high, 1.3 miles S of Pago Pago; the flat, dome shape of North Pioa Mountain, 1,718 feet high, on the E side of the harbor; and Fatu Rock, 102 feet high, 0.2 mile S of Niuloa Point. Tauga Rock, about 1 mile E of Breakers Point, is 89 feet high and prominent.

Routes
     Vessels approaching from the E should pass about 2 miles E and 1.5 miles SE of Aunuu Island, thence a course of 256° should be steered until Breakers Point Light (14°17'36"S., 170°39'48"W.) bears about 025°, thence alter course to the N to pass W of Taema Bank. When clear of the bank, steer a NE course to intersect the entrance range, thence steer 342° and enter the harbor the range. This range line passes E of Whale Rock and W of Toasa Rock. Vessels and deep-draft vessels approaching from the W or S should keep outside the 100-fathom line until reaching 14°21'S., 170°41.5'W., thence steer 025° to clear the W end of Taema Bank, then proceed as directed above. Mariners should stay way clear of Taema Bank. Locals have noted breakers over Taema Bank during rough weather.

Anchorage
     There is good anchorage in the inner harbor, in 6 to 25 fathoms, mud and sand. The best anchorage for large vessels is at midchannel off the Main Dock. Vessels of 1,000gross tons or more should not anchor in less than 15¾ fathoms, as the harbor becomes narrow and there is no room to swing.

Dangers
     The shores of the harbor are fringed by reefs, which on the W and E sides of the entrance extend up to 0.3 mile offshore. In most parts the reefs are steep-to and their edges are marked by surf. The depths in the harbor are from 17 to 37 fathoms. A 10-fathom spot is outside the 20-fathom line, about 0.2 mile of Breakers Point. A dangerous submerged wreck is about 0.1 mile E of the spot. Whale Rock, covered 2 fathoms and marked by a lighted buoy on the E side and Toasa Rock covered 2 feet and marked by a buoy on the SW side, are the two principal dangers in the harbor.

Tides 
     The mean tidal range is 2.3 feet, while the spring range is 3 feet.

Pilotage
     Pilotage is not compulsory, but is advisable; a pilot is available day or night. Pilotage fees are charged whether or not a pilot is used. It is recommended that large vessels request a pilot if docking in inclement weather. A radio request for a pilot should be made 24 hours prior to the ETA. The pilot prefers to embark close to the dock, but in good weather will embark off Fatu Rock. Entrance at night is not encouraged; however, if previous arrangements are made and weather permits, a pilot embark during hours of darkness. Port officials board incoming ships alongside the dock.

Harbormaster
     Pago Pago Control and the harbormaster may be contacted on VHF-FM channel 16. Pago Pago Harbor Control also monitors 2182 kHz. Required notifications to the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection and/or the Captain of the Port, Honolulu, may be made in American Samoa to:

U.S. Coast Guard Liaison Office, American Samoa

P.O. Box 249

Pago Pago, American Samoa

Wharves 

     Station Wharf (Main Wharf), on the S side of the inner harbor, has depths of 5¼ to 6 fathoms alongside, however, in 1987, a vessel reported a least depth of 5 fathoms alongside. A deep draft container wharf, 787 feet long, is situated between Station Wharf and the oil dock. The oil dock has depths of 5¼ fathoms alongside. In 1992, Station Wharf and the oil dock were reported to be in poor condition. The customs pier has a depth of 1½ fathoms at the SW end and 3¾ fathoms at the NE end. The facilities on the N shore of the inner harbor are reserved for the fishing fleet serving the canneries.

     From Pago Pago Harbor, the shore trends SW 6.8 miles to Steps Point (14°22.4'S., 170°45.6'W.) Midway along this stretch of shore, near the airport, a reef extends about 0.3 mile offshore; the sea breaks continuously on this reef.

     The area W of Steps Point, including Fagatele Bay, was designated Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary in 1986. Within the sanctuary lies a Paleo-tropical coral reef with close to 200 species of coral and several hundred species of fish. Due to the “no disturbance of the bottom” and “no take of invertebrates” prohibitions throughout the sanctuary, anchoring is discouraged. No discharges are permitted within the sanctuary boundary; boaters are asked to restrict any discharges near the mouth of the bay. Scuba divers should display a “diver down” flag when in the water. (See 15 CFR 922.1 through 922.50 and Subpart J, chapter 2, for limits and regulations.)

      The shore from Steps Point to Papualoa Point, about 2 miles NW, is formed partly by perpendicular rocks and partly by blocks of lava, which extend some distance seaward and upon which the sea breaks. Leone Bay is entered between Papualoa Point and Fagaone Point, and is open to the SSW. There is anchorage W of the village of Leone, in 15 to 20 fathoms, but it is dangerous when winds are from the S or SSW.

     Cape Taputapu (14°19'S., 170°51'W.), the W extremity of Tutuila, lies 1.5 miles WNW of Fagaone Point. It is a mass of high, steep rocks, fronted by some rocky islets. Taputapu Island lies on the reef close SW of Cape Taputapu. The following banks, with the indicated least depths, lie in the approach to Cape Taputapu:

a. 14 fathoms – 3.3 miles SE.

b. 11 fathoms – 2.3 miles SSE.

c. 15 fathoms – 3.8 miles SW.

d. 18 fathoms – 3.5 miles W.

     The N coast of Tutuila is described from E to W. From Cape Matatula to Pola Island, 6.5 miles W, the coast is indented by numerous bays. The coast then trends WSW 11 miles to Cape Taputapu. This coast is also indented with bays. Aoa Bay (14°15'S., 170°35.4'W.), affords anchorage, in 16 fathoms, midway between the entrance points. Masefau Bay, entered W of Tiapea Point, 1.5 miles W of Aoa Bay, affords anchorage, in 17 fathoms. The surrounding reefs and Nuusetoga Island, off the W entrance point, narrow the anchorage. Afono Bay, 1.5 miles W of Nuusetoga Island, is reported to provide good anchorage, in 14 fathoms, coral, except in N winds.

     Pola Island (14°14'S., 170°40.2'W.), 1.5 miles NW of Afona Bay, is located off the N extremity of Tutuila Island. Cockscomb Point, the N extremity of Pola Island is formed by a ridge of rocks, which are high, indented, and steep. An area with a least depth of 13 fathoms is just over 1 mile ENE of Cockscomb Point and an area with a least depth of 15 fathoms is about 1.5 miles W of the point. Fagasa Bay is about 4 miles SW of Cockscomb Point. Anchorage, protected from the trades, can be had in 13 fathoms between the E and W points of the bay. Between Fagasa Bay and Aoloau Bay, 3 miles WSW, there are two small bays backed by mountains. Aoloau Bay affords good anchorage, in 14 fathoms in mid-bay, but vessels should be prepared to leave on short notice when the winds shift to the N. Aoloau Bay is small and surrounded by high mountains. A 12-fathom area is 1.5 miles NNE of Aoloau Bay. Similar depths are charted to a distance of 4.8 miles W of the 12-fathom depth. Poloa Bay (14°19'S., 170°50.6'W.), 4 miles SW of Aoloau Bay, affords good anchorage during E winds, in 16 fathoms, midway between the entrance points. Vessels should be prepared to leave on short notice when the wind shifts to the W. In this bay there is a 1 to 4 knot current that runs in a SW direction. Cape Taputapu is located close SW of Poloa Bay.

Chart 83116

     Howland Island (0°48'N., 176°38'W.), Baker Island (0°12'N., 176°28'W.), and Jarvis Island (0°23'S., 160°01'W.) are National Wildlife Refuges (see National Wildlife Refuges, this chapter).
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